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ACCOUNT. 


Of ſome Proceedings, his made, for an 
Effecinal Prohibition of the EXP ORTA- 
© TION of -WOOLL, &c. 


Recommended to the WOOLLEN MANUE- 
 FACTURERS# th;s KINGDOME. 


RANCIS MONK, and others, ha- 
{ ving made Gael Attempts to oheita l 
| Commiſſion, to Empower them to put 
in Execution the Laws for- Prohibiting the 
Exportation of WOOL &c. Petitioned the 
Late King of Bleſſed Memory to that end, 
the  Confideration whereof was. rofiureld 
to the Right Honourable the Lords of the 
Committee of Trade , who made their Re- 
Port thereupon, which, together with the faid 
Petition: by -Order- of, Council , was referred 
to the Right Honourable the 'Lords of the 
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Treaſury;and their Lordſhips, for their better 
Information , referred the Matter.,with the ſaid 
Monk's Propoſal and Papers , to the Attorney 
General.to the Commitlioners of the Cuſtoms, 
and: the Hymburgh Company 3; who. ha- 
ving © ſeverally made their *ReſpeGive Re- 
ports, the ſaid Propoſers not. being 
recommended. thereby , as Perſons fitting 
for ſo great an undertaking , their Project 
took no effect. 

And in regard, {ome of the {aid Propoſers, 
in former Seflions of Parliaggent,had endeavou- 
red to {et on foot new Bills, to alter and abate 
the Penalties of the Laws, already made , to 
Prohibit the ſaid Exportation ; it was doube- 
ed, whether they were Perſons qualified for a 
hearty carrying on the pretended Prohibition. 


Therefore, mn 7uly 1684, Benjamin Craker, 
CharlesGraker and Foſeph: Reeve Staplers, William 
Brewer, Folm Wood, John Walkley, Richard 
Scott, Thomas Smale, Thomas Crundal and' feve- 
ral others, . Clothiers-and- FaQtors, hearing 'of 
the Attempt of the ſaid Monk and his Partners, 
Petigzoned the Lords of the Treaſury , { - s 
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forth, that the ſaid Propoſal ( if honeſtly in- 


tended) being of great Moment, and univer- 
ſal Concern to the Kingdome, was not fitting 
to be truſted in the hands of fuch (or any) pri 
vate Perſons; and therefore pray'd their Lord- 
ſhips to recommend the ſame to the Hambo- 
rough, Eaft-India,Turkey, African,Ruſſiaand Eq rſt 
lind Companies, and other general Woollen 
Traders, of whoſe Prudence and Integrity there 
could be no {uſpition, to conſider the ſaid Pro- 
poſals, and to report to their Lordſhips ſuch 
Rules and Methods, as they thought fit, for 
the Effectual putting the {aid Lawes in Execu- 
tion. 

In an{wer to which Petition, the Right Ho- 
nourable the Lords of the Treaſury, by their 
Letters to the ſaid ſeveral Companies,of the 25 
of Fuly 1684; taking notice that the effeCual 
Prohibition of the Exportation of //OOLL 
would be of great advantage, -not only to his 


, Majeſty, but all his Trading Subjects, Tranſmit- 


ting allo a Copy of the ſaid Propo- 
{al and Papers, defired the ſaid Compa- 
mes, or ſome Members by them JDeputed , to 


meet together, to conſider the faid Papers, and 
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 Feport ſuch rules and methods, for putting the 
{aid Prohibition in execution, as they , ſhould 
conceive moſt effectual for that end; and toin- 
form their Lordſhips, whether they were wil- 
ling to take the care ofſeeing the Lawes put in 
Execution, forProhibiting the ſaid Exportation. 

Hereupon, ſeveral Members were Deputedby 
each of the ſaidCompanies of Merchantsto meet; 
who at a Conference together agreed, that the 
{faid Prohibition could not be effected, without 
raifing a Fund todefray the expence thereof,and 
that it was not fit to put the K ING to the charge 
of 1t ; but rather that all the Woollen Artifi- 
cers and Traders ſhould contribute thereunto, 
that fo thoſe Perſons,who feel the ſaidGreivance, 
ſhould be inſtrumental and aſſiſting m the Re- 
dreſling thereof. 

The Factors of Blackwel-Hall did alſo chuſe 
one or two Perſons out of each Hall, to attend 
the Committee of the ſaid Companies of Mer- 
chants; who having declared their readineſs to 
Contribute to ſo good a Work , ſeveral ofthem; 
entered into a Subſcription to pay voluntarily 


feveral Rates upon all forts of Woollen Manuta- 


Qures 


Qures conſigned to them ( wiz. ) for every Cloth © 
2d.for every Searge 1 d.and fo proportionably for 
all other ſorts of the Exgliſh Woollen Manu- 
facture, which Subſcription was cheerfully 
Signed by ſeveral of the moſt eminent FaQrs. 

Now becauſe, at ſeveral Seffions of Parlia- 
ment, there have not been wanting ſome Per- 
ſons, who have attempted to overthrow the 
wholeſome Lawes, already made for prohibiting 
the ſaid Exportation. And therefore it is like- 
ly ,- the ſame Deſigns will again be ſet on foot, 
either by the ſame or fuch like Perſons. 

And the Seſſion of Parliament being near ap- 
proaching, for the prevention thereof it is pro- 
poſed,that all maner of Woollen ManufaQurers 
1n the ſeveral Counties of England, would join 
in the ſaid Subſcription tor the carrying on ſo 
good a Work, by {olightand eafie Contribu- 
tion as aforeſaid,only for an Experiment of three 
Years,that fo the Progreſsalready made therein 
may not be obſtructed ; the Merchants being 
likewiſe willing toContribute thereunto conſide- 
rably. And for the ſatisfaction of all Perſons 
aſſiſting m ſo great a Work, that there 
may be no juſt ObjeQion againſt it : It is Propo- 
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{ed, that the Clothiers and FaQors ſhall have Lt- 
berty to appoint Members out of themſelves to 
join with the Merchants, deputed to conli- 
der of the Method, and dilpoſe of the Moneys 
colle&ed, that it may be impoſlible the Can- 
tribution ſhould be abuted or imployed to other 
Purpoſes; it being nor likely to imagine, that, 


where there is ſuch a joint. united Aitiſtance of 


all manner of Perſons concerned in the Wollen- 
Trade, ſo many incorporated Companies of 
Merchants and others concerned, the Clothiers 
and Factors by their Deputies being preſent and 
privy at all Conſultations, thereſhould be any 
Miſcarriage. * 

And the ſaid Prohibition can never be Ma- 
naged with that Candor and Vprightnelſs,by pri- 
vateand particular Perſons. W ho, as they declare 


undertake it,to get Money by it ; Whereas theſe _ 


Companies do propole to ſpend both theirTime 
and Mony without any manner of Deſign of 
private Benefit to themlelves,but with a conſtant 
Annual Charge,freely Contributed for the Pub- 

lick Good. 
Now tor as much, as, in former Seſſions of 
Parliament, the whole matter of the ſaid mif- 
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chiefs of Exportation hath been throughly con(i- 
dered, and Concluded, that the As in force 
againſt the ſaid Exportation, wanted only Ex- 
planation and Execution; to the end that a ſhort 
Bill to that purpoſe may paſs, this next Seſſion, 
its deſired that the Woollen Manufacturers, in 
the ſeveral Counties, will engage their reſpc- 
Give Members to promote the ſame, 
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